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  When thinking of Israel, most people have a political or biblical image. Let us enlighten you: that image is not complete. Tel Aviv was named Gay Capital of the World in 2011. World-famous trend watcher Lidewij Edelkoort has exhibited in the brand new Design Museum Holon. DJ Armin van Buuren performs regularly at nocturnal house parties in the Negev Desert.


  



  Israeli women have definitively substituted their standard garb of T-shirt, denim shorts, and sandals that they wore until the 1980s, for high heels and designer sunglasses. Designers are opening shop after shop for a true shop-till-you-drop experience. Award-winning restaurants keep popping up as well as boutique hotels, there are reputable galleries all over the country, and the beach bars along the sunny coasts do not fall short of the hottest European ones! There are eco-friendly villages with a focus on reflection, peace, and quiet, and numerous organic, vegetarian restaurants; the country is among the top 5 most vegetarian-friendly countries.


  Israel buzzes!


  



  And that is the Israel we want to show you in this guide. Because we think that only with this Israel your image of the country is complete. Israel has become an ultimate holiday destination, where you can still ski until April on Mount Hermon, float in the Dead Sea or get treatments throughout the year, or swim in the azure blue water of the Red Sea, spangled with corals and tropical fish. It is a country through which you can hike in a constantly changing landscape, and all this without having to drive hundreds of kilometers. The hills of Northern Galilee are covered with forests and woodland, the Jezreel Valley offers stunning views, and then there is the Negev Desert which will enchant you. In addition, there are, if you feel inclined, ancient archaeological sites and unique geological phenomena. But everywhere you go, you will find original places to stay or unexpected eateries for a fantastic meal. That is the Israel we have tried to capture in this booklet. Dive into Tel Aviv’s nightlife, gaze at the Bauhaus architecture in the daytime, or take a wine tour in the Golan Heights. Soar in a hot air balloon over the desert, or miss a couple of hours of sleep for a glance at the magical star-studded skies. With this guide you can discover the true Israel, the Israel of the 21st century,which perhaps has more to offer than all the stories of the past put together.


  



  Esther Voet & Joanne Nihom


  Tel Aviv:


  Shopping, partying, and lying on the beach
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  In 1910 Tel Aviv, which in Hebrew means Hill of Spring, was nothing more than a sandy dune. Now it is a vibrant metropolis that in more than one respect surpasses many European cities. The city is located about 60 kilometers from the religious center of the world, Jerusalem, but reflects a completely different atmosphere. This is the city for anybody seeking a vibrant nightlife, ‘funtastic’ bars and places to meet, boutique hotels, and wonderful beaches, and it is a Mecca for design freaks and fashionistas. The Lonely Planet guide proclaimed Tel Aviv one of the 10 best cities in the world for nightlife, and it has also been mentioned in the Top 10 Hedonistic City Breaks. In addition, in the past few years a number of Tel Aviv’s older neighborhoods have been transformed from rundown places to places well-worth visiting. An example is Neve Tzedek. Israel HotspOTs describes these locations separately, so if you fancy a day in Jaffa, all the must-see’s are listed there. Israel HotspOTs immersed itself in the world known as Tel Aviv. These are our recommendations!


  1. All that Jazz!
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  Shablul Jazz Club is unrivalled as the home of contemporary Israeli jazz, and the place to experience the best of jazz on offer in Tel Aviv. This cozy, intimate club is located in the renovated Tel Aviv Port. The brick walls are covered in black and white prints depicting jazz legends. Curious to find out what Israeli jazz has to offer?


  



  This is the place to be! And if you enjoy having eye contact with the musicians on stage, come early since seating is limited. During the live performances drinks and bites will be served at your table. Performances start at 21.00, and a free-of-charge performance is held every Friday at 17.00.


  Shablul Jazz Club, Hangar 13, Tel Aviv Port


  Tel. 03-546 1891, www.shabluljazz.com


  2. The place to be
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  Tel Aviv’s hottest club is “open for business and making waves”. The two owners, Oshri Cohen and Itay Turgeman, are well-known actors from the Israeli film scene. The Dizengoff Club is the place to see and be seen!


  The Dizengoff Club, 9 Dizengoff Square, Tel Aviv


  Tel: 054-333 3351


  3. Bauhaus
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  Tel Aviv was founded during the heyday of Bauhaus architecture, which can be seen all over the city. The architectural style gave the city an entry on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 2003.


  In the Bauhaus Center you can learn about this architectural period from books, pictures, and curiosities, as well as special designs by Israeli designers.


  Bauhaus Center Tel Aviv, 99 Dizengoff Street, Tel Aviv


  Tel: 03-522 0249, www.bauhaus-center.com,


  www.facebook.com/bauhaus.center
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