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				Foreword

				Despite the relevance of all amazing technological developments in today’s world or maybe just because of them, emotions have become a critical factor in almost all aspects of our economic world, as it has been in our social world. The fashion consumer does not go out to buy a particular product anymore but to have a “buying experience”. The average employee is not exclusively looking for a pay check but rather for “fulfilment and self-development”. 

				The natural tendency of managers to “go by the numbers” has evolved over the last decade. Inspired by numerous management books referring to Emotional Quotient (EQ) rather than Intelligence Quotient (IQ) as a key factor for success, managers increasingly try to deal with the “soft”- emotional – dimensions in all their interactions for instance with employees.. Two complementary developments seem to be at the heart of this evolution if not revolution.
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				First, products under the pressure of increasingly effective competition are approaching commodity status in objective terms. There is no really bad car anymore just like there is no more bad gasoline. And differences in total production costs, and thus in most instances price have narrowed simultaneously. Thus, there is less room for a rational selection process, Second people – at least in the developed economies - have generally climbed Maslow’s pyramid to a level where they can afford to let their emotions flow and dictate their decision making. 

				Thus, the feel good aspect of a purchasing decision plays a far more important role than the objective fact based comparison. Here again the real impact of change is far more extensive than most are willing to accept. There is virtually no dimension in business life, where emotions do not play a significant role. Employees need to be inspired, advisors to be trusted, suppliers to be relied upon, customers to be touched and bosses to be admired! 

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		


		
			
				8

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				One could describe the evolution of business - and any other type of organisation for that matter - in three phases, the focal points of which are respectively to be found in the late 19th century/first half of the 20th century, the second half of the 20th 

				and the first half of the 21st century: 

				The Industrial Revolution. In this phase the primary focus of management was on achieving productivity through artificial power and economies of scale by standardization and mass production. Emotions were completely disregarded and even actively discouraged. Charlie Chaplin’s “Modern Times” offers a wonderful picture of the mindset behind the Industrial Revolution.

				The Information Revolution. The opening up of the world to information without boundaries triggered a totally new perspective in business focus and the role of and interaction with the key stakeholders around the corporation, including in particular employees, customers and suppliers. Modern technology culminating in internet, PC’s and I-pads and I-phones helped to regain the freedom that the Industrial Revolution had tended to constrain.

				The Emotional Revolution. While the impact of the Industrial Revolution and the Information Revolution still expands in certain areas of the world, the Emotional Revolution increasingly dominates the landscape of management permeating virtually every aspect of the business, ranging from R&D to after sales service and everything in between.

				The Emotional Revolution amongst the consumer and customer is most visible in the enormous increase in the importance of brands and reputations. For many consumer-oriented corporations the value of the brand, as estimated by retail experts, represents a very significant portion of the total value of the corporation. Even at the business-to-business level one should not underestimate the importance of emotions. With products and services nearing commodity status the emotional profile of a buyer-supplier relationship tends to become the deciding factor in any agreement. Trust and empathy have increasing present value for any company. 
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				The Emotional Revolution amongst the employees may ultimately determine the difference between a successful and a mediocre company. Not only is the “War for Talent” heating up, but also the “Fight for Inspiration” of the employees. Maslow’s theory about consecutive levels of aspiration lets itself to be easily translated into those of the average employee. The organizational implications from moving out of the industrial revolution phase into today’s world full of emotions are far-reaching and deserve full attention of top management. 

				I am very happy that Adjiedj Bakas can inspire everybody with this book about the transition of our World. This thought provoking book is a must-read for every leader. 

				Mickey Huibregtsen is the former managing partner of McKinsey Northwestern Europe and the author of the book ‘Management Made Simple’.
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				We are no longer living in times of change but in a change of times: the Age of Chaos has started, also called the age of disorder. Chaos (From the ancient Greek χάος) is the state of emptiness preceding the creation of the universe (the cosmos) in Greek myths of creation. In ancient Greece, chaos was originally considered the abyss or emptiness that existed before things came into being. We know now from history that all great changes are preceded by chaos. 

					The 15th century was an Age of Chaos for the world as well. Mankind had to fight rising seas and rivers, torrential rains and other natural disasters. But these disasters, terrible as they were, also triggered innovation. The Dutch built dykes to protect their lands against floods. The Italian city of Florence lost one third of its population to the Plague and yet, simultaneously, it also became one of the major centres of the arts and architecture in the world. Germany lost one third of its population in the civil war between Catholics and Protestants. Yet the Germans came up with brilliant inventions and innovations, such as the art of printing, which enriched the world. 

				Economic recovery in a K-form

				The Chinese word for crisis consists of two symbols: danger and opportunity. In an Age of Chaos this proves to be true. The Covid 19 pandemic of 2020 caused a crisis in healthcare, the global economy such as the travel, hospitality, event and leisure industries. Suddenly borders and border controls were back in Europe which had allowed borderless traveling in the past 40 years. Also beyond Europe borders and more border controls came back, with a great impact on global supply chains and travelling. Suddenly we travelled less, planes stopped flying, airports and airport shops were empty, ports closed, container ships and cruise ships no longer sailed the oceans. This was followed by a K-shaped recovery. Some industries managed to recover fast and grow again, partly thanks to rapid digitalization: they form the upper part of the K. Other industries, however, did not recover and, instead, are facing serious trouble, such as high street retail. They form the lower part of the K. 

				Rising interest rates

				In the past few years Central Banks all over the world have lowered interest rates. Now, from 2021 on, many of the world’s central banks are now laying the groundwork for a transition to life with less 
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				stimulus, and some developed economies have already raised rates, such as Norway, the Czech Republic, South Korea and Iceland. In the United States, the Federal Reserve recently announced it will likely begin to reduce its monthly bond purchasing programme soon and signalled interest rate increases may follow sooner than expected. Central Banks all over the world are expected to follow. The age of cheap money will be over soon. But in the chaotic transition period capital will flow from low interest regions to high interest regions. In Europe, the ECB has stayed put up till now, because higher interest rates might lead to the bankruptcy of Southern European countries. Yet, in the end, also in Europe interest rates must go up sooner or later. I order to keep the Eurozone intact, this means a continuous flow of money from northern to southern Europe…. until the Euro implodes finally, probably 20 years from now, as most of the 200 monetary unions which existed before, did.

					Matthew Piepenburg from Matterhorn Asset Management says: “During Alan Greenspan’s time at the Fed everything changed and Wall Street has become a circus. Today’s policies would have been unthinkable back in the 90s. Fundamentals barely matter and the new solutions are toxic. Value investing today has become distorted because everything is momentum-driven. The Fed has other magic tricks in reserve like SRF which is QE under a new name. Tapering is no longer possible and they will only give it lip service. We passed 100% of Debt to the GDP level back in 2019 and it’s only worsened since. The U.S. will print whatever it wants and thus the value of the currency will be destroyed. At a grass root level, inflation is starting to hurt people. 
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				This inflation is exported and we’re making a mockery of the reserve currency. This will end badly. Basel III was created to curtail some of the leverage in the banking system but the Fed continues to backstop many banks. Wall Street and the Fed have a toxic relationship. Markets are artificial and this will continue until inflation becomes too painful. A new Bretton Woods restructuring is coming and they are using the pandemic to justify spending. The financial problems today are blamed on Covid and the fifty years of money printing are overlooked. Central Bank Digital Currencies will simply be a temporary band-aid on a broken system. Ultimately this will be a tailwind for gold. Inflation today is over twelve percent when calculated as done in the 70s. They want high inflation since this is the only politically viable way of addressing some of the debt issues. The market believes in the narrative of transitory inflation. Once faith is lost, gold will take off. Gold is currency insurance. Price matters but very soon preserving purchasing power will matter more”.

				A changing view on China

				After the banking crisis of 2008 China turned itself into the economic locomotive that led the world to recovery. Yet one part of this locomotive, the real estate investments in China, have grown too fast and on too risky terms. In 2021 this Chinese real estate boom came to a grinding halt when the Chinese government had to bail out real estate giant Evergrande. China will almost certainly avert a Minsky crisis but it may not avert a long grinding semi-slump that profoundly changes the world’s perception of the country. And then came Aukus, the new three-way strategic defence alliance between Australia, the UK and US, initially to build a class of nuclear-propelled submarines, but also to work together in the Indo-Pacific region, where the rise of China is seen as an increasing threat, and develop wider technologies. All of this will implicate that China will have to become less assertive, both economically and militarily.

				An Energy revolution

				There is more than enough natural gas, LNG and oil to meet the global energy demand for many decades to come. As some sources of energy are either restricted politically (nuclear, coal, oil) or unable to meet demand (renewables), especially more gas will be needed to fuel the global economy until 2050. Important gas exporters such as Putin’s 
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				Russia are eager to export their gas reserves. At the time of writing, however, Europe suffers from a gas shortage, which is not caused by Russia but by slow German authorities who have not yet given all necessary permissions for the new gas pipeline Nordstream 2. 

					Meanwhile the cost of generating green hydrogen through electrolysis is coming down. Hydrogen is a gas that, when burnt in a fuel cell alongside oxygen, produces heat, with water as a by-product. Most importantly, the process is clean, with no carbon emissions or other forms of pollution. In fact, hydrogen holds the advantage over renewable sources of energy, such as wind and solar, as it produces high levels of heat that are necessary for industrial processes and that cannot cost-effectively be provided by renewables. As Christopher Barnard has said in his article in Human Progress, extracting hydrogen from methane or water has traditionally been very inefficient and required vast amounts of electricity at prohibitive costs, thus failing to make hydrogen competitive with other energy sources. Secondly, hydrogen is both highly combustible and very inefficient to transport over long distances (i.e., tanks holding hydrogen would have to be prohibitively large). However, in the same way that natural gas is converted into liquified natural gas (LNG) for transportation purposes where pipelines are unavailable or inadequate (such as across oceans), recent research has shown that hydrogen could be turned into ammonia, which has an energy density three times higher and is far less flammable, potentially avoiding hydrogen disasters such as the explosion of the Hindenburg. Ammonia is already widely used for commercial purposes, such as in the petrochemical industry or agriculture, and the production and distribution infrastructure are already in place at scale. 

					Although some people, or entire countries, may have written off nuclear energy for electricity and transportation, this is definitely not true on a global scale. Companies such as Rolls Royce have developed small nuclear reactors. More about them later in this book. Nuclear power plants will make a comeback, both fuelled by uranium and by thorium.

					In summary, this century will be one with plenty of energy resources. Half the world now believes that humanity will go extinct due to climate change. The reality? The UN expects the average person to earn 450% of today’s income by 2100. Climate change will reduce that to 434%. Climate change is a problem, but not end-of-world. So don’t worry too much folks. Enjoy life!
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				Digitization 4.0

				Many revolutionary innovations from all over our hyper-connected world can benefit humanity. For example, the robotic carrier from China for hand luggage and shopping, which returns to the shops by itself after the shopper is done. Or the South-Korean idea of shipping the items that people bought through underground tubes to the plane when the passenger boards or to people’s homes. 

					Beijing Daxing Airport shows us what future airports and airport cities will look like. Artificial Intelligence and Facial Recognition ( AI+FR) make logistics, the whole boarding process, shopping and entertainment much easier, less bureaucratic and more customer-friendly than ever before. But AI+FR will change much more: this combination of hi-tech will make most administrative jobs redundant and will make healthcare, banking, and much more, more efficient and more fun. At the same time, our digitised world offers opportunities for criminals: ransomware is causing enormous damage to companies and governments all over the world. In 2021 the Italian government announced that it will invest more than € 11 billion to fight ransomware and other forms of cyber-criminality. More governments and companies will follow.

					The Digitisation 4.0 revolution in this age has two standards, the Western one and the Chinese one. All businesses in the world should be able to work with both different systems. In the old days of the videorecorders we had the VHS- and Betamax standard. Now, for digitisation, we will have to adapt again to two different standards. 
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				Aerohaptic Holograms are on their way

				The TV show ‘Star Trek: The Next Generation’ introduced millions of people to the idea of a holodeck: an immersive, realistic 3D holographic projection of a complete environment that you could interact with and even touch.

					In the 21st century, holograms are already being used in a variety of ways such as medical systems, education, art, security and defence. Scientists are still developing ways to use lasers, modern digital processors and motion-sensing technologies to create several different types of holograms which could change the way we interact. In time, this could be developed to allow you to meet a virtual avatar of a colleague on the other side of the world and really feel their handshake. It could even be the first steps towards building something like a holodeck. While I don’t expect scientists to be delivering a full Star Trek holodeck experience in the near future, we are already boldly going into new directions to add additional functions to the system. Soon, we expect to be able to modify the temperature of the airflow to allow users to feel hot or cold surfaces. Scientists are also exploring the possibility of adding scents to the airflow, deepening the illusion of virtual objects by allowing users to smell as well as touch them. So if you are separated from your loved one because you live far apart, you can still touch, smell and feel his or her hologram. It could also help clinicians to collaborate on treatments for patients, and make patients feel more involved and informed in the process. Doctors could view, feel and discuss the features of tumour cells, and show patients plans for a medical procedure. This Age of Chaos is leading us to a great new order. 
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					Researchers in Glasgow have developed a hologram that allows you to reach out and “feel” it — not unlike the holodecks of “Star Trek.” This hologram system uses jets of air known as “aerohaptics” to replicate the sensation of touch, according to Ravinder Daahiya, a researcher who worked on the project. He said that the air jets can allow you to feel “people’s fingers, hands and wrists.” The team published a paper of their findings in Advanced Intelligent Systems. “In time, this could be developed to allow you to meet a virtual avatar of a colleague on the other side of the world and really feel their handshake,” he said in his piece for The Conversation. “It could even be the first steps towards building something like a holodeck.” Similar to previous touch sensory holograms, the aerohaptic system doesn’t require a handheld controller or smart gloves in order to produce the sense of touch. Instead, a nozzle, which is able to respond to the movements of your hand, blows air with an appropriate amount of force onto you. Daahiya and his team tested this with an interactive projection of a basketball, which he said “can be convincingly touched, rolled and bounced.” 

					“The touch feedback from air jets from the system is also modulated based on the virtual surface of the basketball, allowing users to feel the rounded shape of the ball as it rolls from their fingertips when they bounce it and the slap in their palm when it returns,” he said. Daahiya has hopes that it could eventually be used to create some pretty amazing video game experiences — as well as help doctors better treat patients no matter where they are on Earth.

				Demographics are radically changing

				The world population of 7.8 billion people is expected to grow to 10 billion in 2050. Ageing means that businesses should be prepared for more and more elderly and/or disabled customers and travellers. Europe, with its 780 million people, is still the wealthiest continent in the world. Yet India and China together have a middle class of each 400 million, together 800 million people who love travelling. Europe, considered the most beautiful, compact and diverse continent in the world, gradually changes into the Pleasure Empire or Leisure Empire. It will become one big open-air Disneyland, which is not necessarily a bad thing as an economic model. 

				After 2050 demographics radically change. The world population is expected to grow until around 2050 and then to stabilise at 10 to 11 billion after 2050. This means that the next 20 years the travel industry 
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				will have to adapt to more passengers, stabilising after 2050. So the growth of the next 20 years should be organised in a way that can easily and in a sustainable manner survive stagnation in the post-2050-era. The stagnating world population of post-2050 has several reasons. Most of today’s elderly and baby boomers will die within the next 20 years. Millennials and the Generation Z (GenZ or Zoomers) want less children. And all over the World we see that the better women are educated, the less children they want. Men become less fertile and from 2050 on we can buy a perfect robotic copy of ourselves, including our emotions, the Emotional Machine (EM). If you can buy a perfect copy of yourself at Amazon or AliExpress, without having to change dirty diapers, what would you do? Many people are expected to prefer the EM. The stagnating world population is good for the environment as well. 

				Gender and sexual orientation

				Joe McDonald wrote in Time Magazine: “China’s government banned effeminate men on TV and told broadcasters Thursday to promote “revolutionary culture,” broadening a campaign to tighten control over business and society and enforce official morality. President Xi Jinping has called for a “national rejuvenation,” with tighter Communist Party control of business, education, culture and religion. Companies and the public are under increasing pressure to align with its vision for a more powerful China and healthier society. The party has reduced children’s access to online games and is trying to discourage what it sees as unhealthy attention to celebrities. Broadcasters must “resolutely put an end to sissy men and other abnormal aesthetics,” the National Radio 
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				and TV Administration said, using an insulting slang term for effeminate men — “niang pao,” or literally, “girlie guns.” Yet in ancient China sexual and gender diversity was accepted. Gay men were called ‘the men of the cut sleeve’. This goes back to a long time ago. A gay Chinese emperor during the Tang dynasty was lying on his daybed with his lover who slept with his head on a silk sleeve of the emperor’s gown. The emperor wanted to get up, but did not want to disrupt his lover’s sleep. He then took a pair of scissors and cut his sleeve off, so that his lover could continue sleeping, while het got up. 

					Babur, the first emperor of Mughal India, wrote in his diaries openly about his sexual attraction to men. Yet British rule brought Victorian laws which were anti- gay. So far Taiwan is the only Asian country to recognise same-sex marriage. 

					What the authorities in India and China – and many other countries – disregard is that homosexuality is simply part of humankind. Between 5-10% of men are gay, the percentage is somewhat lower among women. It is interesting to note that also among many (other) mammals homosexuality exists, and no, not just among bonobos. 

				More men than women

				Brian Stauffer of the NGO Human Rights Watch writes: “In the 80s and 90s, Newsweek Magazine delivered US women the cheery news that they were more likely to be killed by a terrorist than to find a husband after age 40. There were too many women—supposedly—and not enough men, and women were the losers. And, of course, staying single was a horrible fate. The World Health Organization says the natural sex ratio at birth is about 105 boys to every 100 girls. It is best to have equal numbers of men and women in a society. You need a few extra boys for balance, because men die earlier. We are learning right now what happens when the sex ratio becomes wildly out of whack, through a huge unintended experiment. In the world’s two most populated countries—China and India—there is a serious woman shortage. For example, for several decades in China, the most populated country in the world, sex ratios at birth have been much higher than 105, sometimes exceeding 120 boys for every 100 girls. Many parts of India, the second most populated country, have also, for decades, had a sex ratio at birth significantly higher than 105. The consequence is that in those countries combined—which together have a population of about 2.73 billion—there are now an estimated 80 
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				million extra men. “Nothing like this has happened in human history,” the Washington Post wrote in an April 2018 article. In India, many families used sex-selective abortion to choose boys, prompting the passage of a law that made it illegal to screen for the sex of the foetus and conduct sex-selective abortions. 

					In China, similar decisions were encouraged by the one-child policy from 1979 to 2015, which prompted many parents to decide that their sole child must be a boy. The common thread is gender discrimination—from garden-variety sexism to practical concerns about sons being more likely to financially support parents in old age and provide grandchildren, while daughters are expected to live with their in-laws—which is hardly unique to China and India. When women lack equal rights and patriarchy is deeply engrained, it is no surprise that parents choose to not to have 

				daughters. But there are consequences. For example, China now has a huge, and growing, gender gap among the generations most likely to be seeking a spouse—a bride shortage. Experts project that many of the extra men will never marry; others may go to extreme measures to do so. The woman shortage is having harmful consequences in China and sometimes in neighbouring countries. Human Rights Watch looked at one of those consequences for a report published in 2019 focusing on bride-trafficking from Myanmar to China. In Myanmar’s Kachin and northern Shan states, bordering China, long-standing conflict escalated in recent years, displacing over 100,000 people. Traffickers prey on vulnerable women and girls, offering jobs in, and transport to, China. Then they sell them, for around $3,000 to $13,000, to Chinese families 
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				struggling to find brides for their sons. Once purchased, women and girls are typically locked in a room and raped repeatedly, with the goal of getting them pregnant quickly so they can provide a baby for the family. After giving birth, some are allowed to escape—but forced to leave their children behind.

					There is evidence of similar patterns of bride migration and trafficking in Cambodia, North Korea and Vietnam, and more may emerge from other countries bordering China. Importing women doesn’t solve the shortage—it spreads it. Trafficking is only one consequence. The woman shortage has also been linked to other forms of violence against women. Other consequences include social instability, labour market distortions, and economic shifts. There is irony here. When there are too many women, women lose. When there are too few women … women again lose. But the truth is we all lose. We know that skewed sex ratios are already having harmful consequences and we do not fully understand what other long-term consequences there may be for societies affected by these disparities. China ended the “one-child” policy but continued restricting reproductive rights through a new “two-child” policy that was only lifted in 2021 to make place for a “three-child policy”. It has banned sex-selective abortion. But such prohibitions are often both ineffective and a threat to women’s rights to access abortion and make their own reproductive choices. China, India, and other affected countries need to act urgently to mitigate the effects of the woman shortage. They should carefully examine the consequences of the woman shortage, including links to trafficking and other forms of violence against women. More importantly, they need to do much more to tackle the fundamental cause of the demographic imbalance—gender discrimination and the distaste for daughters that it breeds”. Later in this book I will explain why such a large surplus of young men might lead to civil wars.

					As a side-step: Since in many countries there are more men than women, I advise to introduce gay marriage globally. The shortage of women (or surplus of men) leads to sexual frustration, rape and more. Yet in many societies it is culturally or legally not accepted that men have sex with each other, let alone a marital relationship. Take Pakistan: on the sex platform Pornhub, Pakistan is the country where gay porn is watched most in the world, while the country is officially and unofficially rather homophobic. 
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				New planes change travelling

				New generations of airplanes are more flexible, more fuel-efficient and more sustainable. The successor of the once famous Concorde is already flying. This is a new supersonic plane, currently only available to the US president and America’s most senior government officials. Supersonic flying will be back.

					At the other end of the aircraft spectrum, small electric planes, carrying a dozen or so of passengers, can soon fly to and from remote areas, enlarging the travel market. But this also enables people to live further away from their work, since they can commute with these ‘flying buses’. These small aircraft don’t need airports anymore, just an airstrip of 300 metres anywhere would suffice: a (closed) part of a highway, a piece of farmland or a roof of a conference centre. Through adding a third dimension of commuter traffic in the air, this could eventually reduce pressure on road traffic by car. In addition, electric aircraft contribute to reducing CO2 emissions.

					Lastly on air travel, space tourism has already become an option for the very rich, but it will, before too long, expand its market to include more affordable trips into space for a larger group of travellers. This will also lead to new infrastructure facilitating spaceships to depart from earth. I would call these facilities ‘spaceports’. 

					These are the exciting developments of travel. But there are also more worrying aspects of international travel: the trafficking of humans.
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				Travel infrastructure as a weapon of mass migration 

				Richer states and regions have rogue states as neighbours. These rogue states use or allow weapons of mass migration against richer regions. There are extensive networks of human traffickers from Africa, Asia and Latin America to Europe and North America. The Nigerian mafia, for instance, makes more money with human trafficking to Europe than with drug trafficking. The same is true for the Italian mafia, by the way. 

					Whenever rich regions don’t meet the demands of rogue states and human traffickers and the NGO’s who legitimise them by collaborating with them, they open the borders and let through flows of illegal immigrants. Denmark is the first Northern-European country which recognises this geo-political weapon and introduced strict measures to curb illegal migration. Yet, this is not solely a European problem. Walls and fences are being built everywhere in the world, because richer countries want to prevent poor illegal immigrants to pour into their lands. South Africa and Brazil are building walls along their land borders, European countries are following suit. There is already a long wall on the border of Turkey and Greece. Hungary and other Eastern European countries have built fences and walls in order to stop the influx of immigrants from Syria, Afghanistan and Africa. Lithuania is building a wall on its border with Belarus as well. This fortification of Europe has consequences for tourism infrastructure. Borders and border controls are back. Free travelling around is something of the past. 

				Higher taxes and the Climate Church curb flying

				Many governments in the world need more money after having spent billions during the pandemic. We can thus expect higher taxes, new taxes (e.g. a climate tax) and new laws against tax evasion (which is a good thing). But since most citizens will have to pay more tax, how much money will they be left with to spend? 

					And what will happen with tax-free shopping at airports and ports, as another example? That remains to be seen. The European Union and the US government want to curb flying. The European Commission, e.g., plans to curb budget airlines and low cost flying ‘to save our climate’ . Yet, the apostles of the Climate Church and the global elite who advocate the end of cheap flights, are flying around in business class or private jets themselves. Will flying become something 
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				for elites only in the future, like it was in the 1950s? It might. 

					But, of course, climate and climate policy have a much wider impact than just on travel. Let us see how.

				 “The World as a Muppet Show”

				The Climate Church advocates that trains are better for the environment than planes. That remains to be seen. ‘The world is a Muppet Show’. This is illustrated by Swedish Greta Thunberg, an adolescent with frail health, brutally used by her parents and the Climate Church as a climate icon, travelling to America on a sailing ship, sponsored by a major shareholder of London’s Heathrow airport, to communicate that sailing the ocean is much greener than crossing it by plane. Do the manipulators of this child really think that 7 billion earthlings will trade planes for sailing ships and voluntarily return to the pre-1850s, the age before the Industrial Revolution? Was the Swedish vicar who said that Jesus had appointed Greta as his successor, drunk? Or do we witness the birth of a new religion and a new church with its own fairy tales? I am afraid that the latter has happened. This church will ditch Greta as soon as she is an adult and not of use anymore. Poor child. 

				Climate change: False alarm

				Young people in the West are terrified by climate change. But over the past century, humanity has overcome much larger threats. Climate is a problem, true, but not the end of the world. Instead of terrifying young people, we should encourage them to pursue innovation. That is why I want to discuss innovation in this book. 

					We are living in a time of climate panic in the West, as if climate change is an existential threat to humanity and the earth. Yet, in the last 100 years, the number of people who died from natural disasters has decreased by 99%. Climate activists have turned climate into a belief, a religion. I call this religious cult the Climate Church.

					Two important critics of this new church are former Greenpeace-members Bjorn Lomborg from Denmark and Patrick Moore from Canada. Lomborg wrote the book ‘False Alarm’ and is, according to Time Magazine, one of the 100 most influential people in the world. He says: ‘We have actually fixed many of the world’s biggest problems. The world is a better place today. Yes, climate is an increasing problem, but actually smaller than most of the problems 
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				we’ve fixed’. I agree with Lomborg and Moore who believe that the new church exaggerates climate change. In my opinion they spread 

					end-of-the world-doom-fantasies, like religious leaders did in the past. They enjoy scaring people to death with this climate-porn, causing climate-depression amongst many youngsters in the West. Preaching climate doom is part of this new religion, while the high priests of the Climate Church live in opulence, including the US climate envoy John Kerry, the American founder of this church Al Gore, European Commissioner for Climate Frans Timmermans, American actor Leonardo di Caprio. They all fly around in private or government sponsored jets, while advocating that average people should be subject to flight-shame, fat-shame, meat-shame, luxury-shame, chocolate-shame, energy-shame, capitalism-shame. In short: consume less and live a miserable life, like in the pre-1850s. 

					By the way: also the Italian mafia, mentioned earlier in the context of human trafficking, benefits from the Climate Church. They set forests on fire and then claim the deforested land to put EU-subsidised solar panels on it. Even the mafia goes green…

				Climate Change is a consequence of the Industrial Revolution

				Climate Change is real and caused partly by humans, since the start of the Industrial Revolution in the nineteenth century. Before 1850 99% of the world population of 1.3 billion people was poor. Only the nobility 
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				(as land-owners) and successful merchants were rich, middle classes hardly existed. Poor people don’t cause CO2 emissions. Thanks to the Industrial Revolution we all became richer, a sizeable middle class emerged, the global economy expanded, consumerism grew and within 100 years the world population had doubled from 1.3 billion to 2.5 billion. And in the past 70 years the world population trebled to more than 7 billion. Before 1800, the world population grew at a much lower pace; it took many centuries for the world population to double. Now, thanks to the wave of health, sanitary and other innovations as part of the Industrial Revolution, we could feed and grow the population at a much faster rate, and, in addition, travel and migrate much more than before. According to Airbus we fly mostly to visit family and friends, then comes tourism, to be followed by business travel. Some climate activists may be sincere, but most of them use this theme to advocate a sort of communism where everyone, except the Nomenklatura or apparatchiks, is deprived of material luxury and freedom to make your own choices in life. Well, there is at least a sort of medieval equality among the masses if 99% of the population is relatively poor again.

				Geo-engineering will save us from climate disasters

				But it does not need to get that far. Already in the 1920s, a century ago therefore, scientists noticed that the Industrial Revolution also caused climate change. In the 1920s newspapers were full of content about this 
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			change. Brilliant German engineers such as Anton Flettner developed ideas how to adapt to climate change, while keeping on enjoying the fruits of the Industrial Revolution. Sadly World War II prevented these ideas to materialise. Climate change was not on the agenda anymore. Yet a futuristic fleet of ‘cloudseeders’, based on the Flettner rotor of the 1920s can create clouds out of sea water if it becomes too hot on Earth. This radical idea can save us from disastrous climate change. Two Nobel prize winners, the British scientists John Latham and Stephen Salter have designed a fleet of yachts that would pump fine particles of sea-water into clouds, thickening them to reflect more of the Sun’s rays. Clouds are shiny at the top and reflect incoming sunlight. The power for the cloud-seeding yachts which is required for spraying comes from turbines tugged along by the vessels and by the Flettner rotors as well. There are more brilliant ideas to reduce climate change or adapt to it without changing our lifestyle. The Climate Church sabotages or ignores them all because they don’t fit in its communist frame. 

				Currently large part of the world shifts to the use of natural gas and LNG to power factories, smart cities, offices and homes. There is more than enough gas for centuries to come. Of fossil fuels, gas is the cleanest source of energy. 

				In addition, nuclear reactors are making a comeback. The British company Rolls Royce has developed small nuclear power plants, that can provide every village with cheap emission free energy, but it can also fuel ships and planes. Emission free planes, powered by nuclear energy, e.g. uranium and thorium, could fly sooner than we think. The Russians have already built floating nuclear power plants and nuclear fusion is being developed fast. Meanwhile the Climate Church lobbies against innovations, nuclear energy, natural gas and LNG. Lomborg writes in his book False Alarm!: ‘What these climate activists want will cost the world 2.000 billion US$ annually, in order to achieve 0.05 centigrade of cooling down. No human being or animal will notice the difference’. But meanwhile the high priests of the Climate Church make lots of money. They are building windfarms everywhere, actually the minarets of this new religion. They demolish valuable forests everywhere, to burn trees in biomass power plants. All in all they make our environment less beautiful and less attractive for citizens and tourists. And OEBPS/Images/AdobeStock_305628436.jpg
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